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Welcome
We understand the complexities of modern life and, therefore, everything we do is
ultimately about you, and it is important you get to know the team that will be working
with you every step of the way. It’s a deep source of satisfaction that so many clients
choose Myerson as their trusted adviser.

Why Myerson?
Our highly experienced and discreet family lawyers, provide clear and supportive
legal advice, tailored towards your individual family needs.
As a firm, we are proud to be ranked as ‘Top Tier’ in the prestigious international
directory The Legal 500, and commended by The Times ‘Best Law Firms 2019’. This
means you can be certain that you will be receiving the highest quality legal advice.
Being a full-service law firm means we are well placed to provide wide-ranging,
tailored legal advice to meet your individual needs. We work closely with other
departments internally including Real Estate, Corporate, Commercial and Private
Wealth Lawyers to ensure that your needs are protected comprehensively.
You can find out more about our Family Team by clicking here.

How We Work.
Every case is different, and it can be difficult for our clients to know where to start.
Simple and effective. We will always have an initial conversation with you, without any
obligation, to explain the process and get to know you and your situation.
We respect your emotions and feelings. We work hard building close relationships
with our clients as we understand that agreeing to separate can be an emotional and
confusing experience. We are used to dealing with complex legal family issues and
ensure that the advice you receive respects your feelings, at what is often a stressful
time.
Online Portal. We use an online portal to progress the divorce and financial application
as quickly as possible. The global pandemic (Covid-19) has caused a great deal of
backlog in the Family Court and the online portal circumvents the delay caused by
issuing divorce petitions by post.
Trust. You’re in safe hands. We help clients nationwide and internationally with
complex and sensitive cases on a daily basis. So you can rest assured that our expert
team knows its stuff!
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The solicitors that will be working with you are specialists.
All members of your Family Team are full members of Resolution (a body of family
lawyers committed to adhering to the Resolution Code of Practice which promotes
working constructively in an attempt to avoid unnecessary conflict) and individually
ranked by international legal directory The Legal 500.
You can find out more about our Family Law Team by clicking here.

A guide to
surrogacy
What is surrogacy?
Surrogacy is the process by which a child is carried through pregnancy by a woman
who had entered into an arrangement (before she became pregnant) with the
intention that, at birth, the child and parental responsibility for the child will be
transferred to another person or persons, known as the intended parent(s).
Either a couple or a single person can agree to have a child by surrogacy.
If you are using a surrogate to start a family, you will need to undergo fertility
treatment with your surrogate.
At birth, the surrogate mother will be the legal mother of the child, regardless of the
presence of any genetic connection. If the surrogate is married, the legal father will
likely be her husband. If the surrogate is unmarried, the legal father will likely be the
intended father.
For that reason, after birth, the intended parent(s) will need to make a special court
application to obtain parental rights, known as an application for Parental Order.
The transfer of legal parenthood and parental responsibility to the intended
parent(s) can only be done by the Court, making a parental order under section 54
of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008.

V

How do I apply for a Parental
Order?
• The application should be made within six months of the child being born;
• At least one of the intended parents must be domiciled in the UK;
• The child must be living with the intended parent(s) at the time of the
application;
• No money can be exchanged other than for reasonable expenses;
• Conception must have taken place artificially, and the child must be
genetically related to at least one of the intended parents.
The application form is submitted to the local family court along with the following:• A copy of the child's birth certificate;
• Your marriage/civil partnership certificate; if applicable; and
• The court fee of £215.
Once you have made an application for a parental order, a Parental Order Reporter
will be appointed. They will assist the Court in deciding whether a parental order is
in the child's best interests.

What will the Parental Order
Reporter consider?
Consideration is given to the welfare of the child and in particular, the 'welfare
checklist', including:
•
•
•
•

The needs of the child;
Any possible risk of harm to the child;
The relationship the child may have with any relatives;
The child's background and whether they will grow up with a knowledge of
their origins.

The Parental Order Reporter will meet with the intended parents and will see them
with the child. They will consider whether the criteria for making a Parental Order
are met and will then make a recommendation to the Court.
Before any meeting with the Parental Order Reporter, it is useful to have the
following information to hand:

• Your marriage or civil partnership certificate, if applicable;
• The child's birth certificate;
• Details of any payments you have made to the surrogate and what these
payments relate to;
• The child's personal health record ('red book').
The Parental Order Reporter will need to establish that the surrogate and her legal
partner (if she has one) consent to the making of the parental order. The Parental
Order Reporter may also carry out background checks with the local authority and
the police to see if there is any information held that would be relevant to the child's
safety.
The child's welfare will be the Court's paramount consideration when deciding
whether to make a parental order. The Parental Order Reporter will prepare a
report for the Court to recommend whether a Parental Order should be made.

Can I enter into a Surrogacy
contract?
Commercial or legally binding surrogacy arrangements are not allowed in the UK
like they are in other countries. There are certain rules that you have to abide by
when going through surrogacy, and it is important to get legal advice at an early
stage before you start the treatment process.

Can I use an international
surrogate?
It is possible to use a surrogate from another country and have your fertility
treatment abroad. If you are using an international surrogate, you will also need to
get legal advice from a lawyer in the foreign country, as well as in the UK.
The law in England will still apply even if the surrogacy took place abroad. The
intended parent(s) must still obtain a parental order to be considered as a legal
parent in the UK.
The same criteria apply to an application for a parental order, but there can be
complications. These complications are often due to evidence about payments
made or obtaining proof of consent, which must be given freely by the surrogate. It
is therefore important that you seek legal advice before arranging an international
surrogacy.

Don’t just take
our word for
it…
“Divorce is the worst journey I have ever been on, but I can safely say that having
Myerson on side, made it so much easier. Their patience, compassion and
professionalism were continuous throughout the two years of my divorce –
what an ordeal! I would recommend Myerson in a heartbeat.”
“Their response time and communication are excellent, and I would have no
hesitation in recommending Myerson in the future.”
“The legal team have the rare ability to combine strong legal knowledge,
procedural and strategic acumen but delivered with client care and
overwhelming compassion in what are often difficult or testing circumstances.”
“The team gave me support at a time when I needed it most. I would not hesitate
in recommending them to anyone who requires a divorce lawyer.”
“Your professionalism, efficiency and pragmatism are admirable.”
“From start to finish everything actioned by Myerson was perfect. Nothing was
any trouble, no matter how many times I contacted them over matters.”

To view more Myerson reviews visit our Review Solicitors page by clicking here.

You’re in
safe hands!
If you need further information on fertility or surrogacy
advice, or if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to
contact a member of our Family Law Team today.
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