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Welcome

We understand the complexities of modern life and, therefore, everything we do is
ultimately about you. It is important that you get to know the team that will be
working with you every step of the way. It is a great source of satisfaction that so
many clients' choose Myerson as their trusted adviser.

Why Myerson?

Our highly experienced and discreet family lawyers, provide clear and supportive
legal advice, tailored towards your individual family needs.

As a Top 200 UK Law Firm, we are also proud to be ranked as Top Tier’ in the
prestigious international directory The Legal 500, and commended by The Times
‘Best Law Firms 2019’. This means you can be certain that you will be receiving the
highest quality legal advice.

Being a full-service law firm means we are well placed to provide wide-ranging,
tailored legal advice to meet your individual needs. We work closely with other
departments internally including Real Estate, Corporate, Commercial and Private
Wealth Lawyers to ensure that your needs are protected comprehensively.

You can find out more about our Family Team by clicking here.
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How We Work.

Every case is different, and it can be difficult for our clients to know where to start.

Simple and effective. We will always have an initial conversation with you, without
any obligation, to explain the process and get to know you and your situation.

We respect your emotions and feelings. We work hard building close relationships
with our clients as we understand that dealing with family matters can be an
emotional and stressful experience. We are used to dealing with complex legal family
issues and we will ensure that the advice you receive respects your feelings, at what
is often a very difficult time.

Trust. You're in safe hands. We help clients nationwide and internationally with
complex and sensitive cases on a daily basis.
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The solicitors that will be working with you are specialists.

All members of your Family Team are full members of Resolution (a body of family
lawyers committed to adhering to the Resolution Code of Practice, which promotes
working constructively in an attempt to avoid unnecessary conflict) and are
individually ranked by the international legal directory, The Legal 500. You can find
out more about our Family Law Team by clicking here.
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Cohabitation for
unmarried

What is a Cohabitation Agreement?

A Cohabitation Agreement is an agreement between an unmarried couple who
have no plans to marry, which sets out and clarifies their agreement as to their
financial arrangements during the relationship and what happens upon
separation.

If a couple plan to marry within 12 months, they should enter into a Pre-Nuptial
Agreement instead.

What are the advantages of having
a Cohabitation Agreement?

A Cohabitation Agreement provides clarity during the relationship about who is
responsible for payment of the mortgage and bills, and what happens in the event
of a relationship breakdown.

There is no such thing as common law marriage. The range of financial claims
open to a cohabitee are comparatively limited when compared to those available
to a spouse or civil partner. A Cohabitee Agreement can therefore protect the
rights of both parties, not just the economically richer party.

A well drafted Cohabitation Agreement can therefore avoid the cost of
subsequent litigation.

In the event of separation, a cohabitee can only enforce his or her legal right to
property. Beyond that, it can be expensive to pursue litigation to claim a beneficial
interest in property owned by a former partner. A Cohabitation Agreement can
record the agreement the parties have entered into, which determines who is
entitled to property in the event of a relationship breakdown. It can also govern

issues such as:-
@
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e \What happens to the contents of the house and gifts to the couple?
e \What happens to jewellery and cars?
e \What happens to debts?

If the couple have children, a Cohabitation Agreement can provide for:-

e The purchase of a home for the children during their minority;

e A rental agreement to provide housing for the children during their
minority;

e Payment of the mortgage/rent and household bills;

e A series of lump sum payments to provide for items such as the purchase
of furniture and equipment and cars;

e Payment of school fees; and/or

e Payment of child maintenance.

Is a Cohabitation Agreement legally
enforceable in England and Wales?

Cohabitation Agreements are governed by the ordinary rules of contract.
When a Cohabitation Agreement is prepared, it is important that the following is
considered:

Both parties should receive independent legal advice to ensure they fully
understand the effects of the agreement;

There should be an exchange of full and frank financial disclosure;

e The terms of the agreement need to be fair and reasonable;

e Neither party should be placed under unfair pressure or duress to sign the
Agreement; and

e The agreement should be reviewed on the birth of any child or if the parties’
circumstances change significantly.
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Can we enter into a Cohabitation
Agreement if we are planning to get
married?

If you are planning to get married or enter into a civil partnership within the next
12 months, you should consider entering into a Prenuptial Agreement. This is an
agreement made in contemplation of marriage to protect wealth accrued prior to
marriage.

How much does a Cohabitation
Agreement cost?

Our fees for preparing a Cohabitation Agreement for you will depend on the
extent of the assets involved and how complex the arrangements are.

Our team will be happy to provide you with a comprehensive quote for your
matter.
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Don’t just take
our word for
it...

“Divorce is the worst journey | have ever been on, but I can safely
say that having Myerson on side, made it so much easier. Their
patience, compassion and professionalism were continuous
throughout the two years of my divorce — what an ordeal! | would
recommend Myerson in a heartbeat.”

“Their response time and communication are excellent, and |
would have no hesitation in recommending Myerson in the future.”

“The legal team have the rare ability to combine strong legal
knowledge, procedural and strategic acumen but delivered with
client care and overwhelming compassion in what are often
difficult or testing circumstances.”

“The team gave me support at a time when | needed it most. |
would not hesitate in recommending them to anyone who requires
a divorce lawyer.”

“Your professionalism, efficiency and pragmatism are admirable.”

To view more Myerson reviews visit our Review Solicitors page by clicking here.
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You're in
safe hands!

If you would like further information about how we can help
you, or if you have any questions, please don't hesitate to
contact a member of our Family Law Team today.

Call: 0161 941 4000
Click: myerson.co.uk

Email: lawyers@myerson.co.uk
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